EPILOGUE
and the socialists, which the conservative classes meant to
exploit when they helped them to power.
c Our programme is based on facts,3 said Mussolini at the
fascist congress in October 1919. This remark described
not merely the party's intended tactics, but an entire con-
ception of life, which reduces everything to its value in
relation to the c will to power * standard. This is the major
difference between fascism and socialism, over which no
compromise is possible. The fate of humanity for a long
time hangs on the outcome of this conflict, and the issue
lies, not, as it may appear, between two rival philosophies.,
but between philosophy and the negation of all philosophy.
c Action has dug a grave for philosophy/ said Mussolini
on his train journey to Rome, where the king was going to
charge him with the formation of the new government.
This c realism ' that fascism perpetually claims for itself is
the high-water mark of its so-called doctrine. Having once
arrived in power, fascism, like any other parvenu discovering
his noble quarterings, provides itself with antecedents. It
goes back to the Guelph tradition, to the Counter-Reforma-
tion., to Romanticism : history is ransacked in a feverish
search for ancestors. All that survives of these efforts, before
as after victory, are the by-products of a crude pragmatism,
and the glorification offeree, of which a furious nationalism
and worship of the state are the outstanding manifestations.
Behind it all is the * pagan' conception of life as struggle
and effort which are their own justification. Hence the
exaltation of war : * War alone/ writes Mussolini in the
Italian Encyclopedia, c brings all human energies to their
highest tension, and sets a stamp of nobility on the peoples
who have the courage to face it/
Certainly fascism always preaches duty, self-denial and
discipline, and condemns individual egoisms. But actually
fascism is * anti-individualist * the better to suppress the
universal instinct of humanity in the individual conscience,
which it frees from its inhibitions so as to avoid the necessity
of reckoning with its demands. It sacrifices, not the attri-
butes of individuality, but the conscious being. Apparently
everything is saved, since moral life is simply transferred to
the state, * For the fascist everything is in the state, and
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